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Friday 29th January 2016 
From Mrs May 

Yesterday we held our Open Evening. It was well attended and there was a real buzz around school. 

It made me very proud to be leading a school that has so much to offer. I was able to tell everyone 

who attended about some lovely compliments we have received lately. The first was from Mrs Erdil, 

a Longwood parent and deputy head at St Margaret’s School. She told me that one of their current 

year 7 pupils, who moved this year from Longwood, is (and I quote) “Full of energy, full of 

confidence, flying in all subjects, top marks across the board”. Mrs Erdil went on to tell me that “It’s 

all down to a good foundation.” Another compliment was from the workshop leader, Steve, at the 

Cartoon Museum, where UKS2 went on Tuesday. The organisation of this trip had been somewhat 

controversial as we travelled by public transport. However, Mrs Bresler and I were confident that the 

children would behave at the high standard which we expect of them and so we went ahead with 

our plans. In actual fact, Steve at the museum went as far as to offer us another FREE workshop and 

said it was because our children were so well-behaved and so responsive! 

I would like to thank all the staff for their help and support last night. I would also like to thank UKS2 

children for acting as tour guides. They are fantastic ambassadors. Henrietta, Maiya and Alex spoke 

eloquently and confidently to our visitors, telling them what they love about Longwood.  

This week, two classes have been on trips. Both came back excited about what they had experienced 

and keen to talk about what they had learnt. Learning outside the classroom has many benefits and 

we try to take advantage of opportunities that the locality has to offer. 

I am changing the system for how parents are informed about school trips. The aim is to make 

communication simpler for everyone. From now on, details will be included in the weekly 

newsletter, below the entry in the Dates for your Diary. Parents will no longer be required to fill in a 

slip. As all information is now in one place, everyone will be able to have it at their fingertips. 

FoL are organising a quiz on Friday 12th February. This is a fundraising event for our school and 

nursery, as well as being an occasion for everyone to socialise and have some fun. Please come and 

support this event, taking place at Bushey Hall Golf Club (opposite Longwood). A sign-up sheet is 

attached to this newsletter.  

   

From Mr Livesey      Staff (continued)  

Anika Nizam 

Anika used to work in the nursery since 2011, but now helps to organise and serve breakfast in 

before-school care. She also works alongside the other three lunchtime assistants to look after the 

school children during lunchtime with the classroom assistants. Anika gained her childcare and 

education level 2 diploma. Anika is always helpful, thoughtful, kind and considerate. Thank you 

Anika. 
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Manjula Madawela 

Mrs Madawela is the 

classroom assistant in the FW 

pre-school class. She has been 

employed at Longwood since 

1999 and holds a Montessori 

teaching and Level 3 teacher’s 

assistant qualification. Manju 

is the daughter-in-law of 

Dulcie, who was one of the 

founding pillars of Longwood. 

Manju’s daughter attended 

Longwood up to 11 years and 

is now at Bath University 

studying Biology. Manju’s son 

attended Longwood and now 

writes medical reports for a 

large pharmaceutical company.  

This again demonstrates our close-knit family-orientated community at Longwood. 

Mrs Wallis (the FW classteacher) says that Manju is so creative in the work she undertakes with the 

children as seen in the class displays. We wish to thank Manju for her lovely, calm, happy and 

extremely caring nature which has provided such an enabling learning environment for the younger 

school children over the years.     

UKS2 Trip By Maiya and Henrietta 

On Tuesday we went to the National Portrait Gallery in London. To get to London we took the tube 

from Stanmore station. It was a very exiting journey that we would love to do again. When we got to 

the Gallery we found out our tour guide was stuck on a train. This lead to us tagging along the tour 

we originally wanted, but was already booked. Although we were with another school, we still found 

the trip amazing. We looked at paintings to do with power. This included pictures of Tudor 

monarchs. Then we went on to look at other very different paintings to do with power. The last 

picture we looked at was of a woman who had cancer and our guide told us about how the picture 

was showing that she had taken control of her cancer. This was a very inspiring picture for all of us. 

From there we walked to the Cartoon Museum where we started off by having lunch. When we 

were finished, we were introduced to a cartoonist named Steve. Our first task was to complete a 

quiz using information that we found on the upper floor of the small museum. It involved questions 

about comics from the past. This was a great start to the afternoon. Next we got to design our own 

cartoon characters. This we did for the next fifteen minutes. We then used our characters to make 

our own comics. One of the boxes was filled in with a puff of smoke in which we had to write 

onomatopoeia. This was our favourite part. Steve came around helping us with things when we 

needed it. 

Afterwards, we took the London Overground from Euston to Bushey station where most of us were 

picked up but the five who were not, walked back to school. 
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Congratulations 

Well done to Alex (LKS2). He completed an excellent piece of work about French adjectives. French 

word endings are not easy but Alex worked really hard to understand the rules. A well-earned 

“Award from Mrs May” for him! 

 

Attachments to this newsletter: 

 FoL quiz sign-up form 

 

Dates for your Diary 

NB – All new items are highlighted 

 

 Event Date Time & Place Notes 

KS1 Class Assembly Friday 5th February 9am in the hall KS1 parents welcome 
to attend 

Parents’ Evening –FT, 
FW, FA, KS1, LSK2 and 
UKS2 

Thursday 11th February 3.30-7.30 Ten minute 
appointments to be 
made directly with 
class teachers 

Bad Hair Day Friday 12th February All Day Bring £1 for GOSH 

FoL Quiz Friday 12th February 7.30pm Bushey Hall 
Golf Club 

Please save the date 

FA/UKS2 Class 
Assembly 

Friday 26th February 9am in the hall FA and UKS2 parents 
welcome to attend 

LKS2 and UKS2 trip to 
Kidzania 

Tuesday 1st March Leave school at 8.30, 
return for 3.30 

Packed lunch and 
snack needed 

KidZania is a real life role play experience, blending learning and reality with entertainment. This 
trip will be during school time and the children will be travelling by coach. They will need a packed 
lunch and packed snack in a disposable bag please. The cost is £10 and this will be added to your 
account. 

FoL Committee 
meeting 

Wednesday 2nd March 7.30pm at the Horse 
and Chains, Bushey 

All welcome 

UKS2 and LKS2 visit to 
Lee Valley 

Wednesday 9th March Leave school at 8.30, 
return for 3.30 

Packed snack and 
lunch required 

LKS2 will be undertaking a river study whilst UKS2 do some orienteering. Travel will be by coach. 
Everyone will need a packed lunch and packed snack in a disposable bag please. The cost is £23 
and this will be added to your account. 

Movie Night Friday 11th March 7pm in the school 
hall 

More details to follow 
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UKS2 visit to The 
Globe 

Thursday 17th March Leave school at 
lunchtime, return 
about 5pm 

Packed lunch required 

We are hoping to take an educational walk along the Southbank in the morning and will be going 
to see an afternoon performance of Twelfth Night. Travel will be by public transport. The return 
time will be about 5/5.30 at Stanmore underground station. The cost will be £16 and this will be 
added to your account. Packed lunch and snack will be required. 

Summer Fete Saturday 25th June 12pm – 2pm in the 
school grounds 

More details to follow 

FA trip to Windsor 
Castle 

Thursday 30th June 9am-3pm  Packed lunch required 

We have pre-booked a school session, helping the children to appreciate castle life in the past. 
Travel will be by coach and the trip will be during school time. Children will need a packed lunch 
and packed snack in a disposable bag. The cost is £15 and this will be added to your account. 

    

 

  

 



 

 

 


